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“ The Play’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 
COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

TueE Comedy of The Merry Wives of Windsor was played here last 
night instead of London Assurance, in consequence of the indisposition 
of Mr. Farren. The Pantomime was the afterpiece. 

DRURY LANE THEATRE. 

Tuts Theatre was opened last night for the performance of German 
Operas ; Weber’s Der Freischutz was the one selected for the commence- 
ment of the undertaking.—The house was well attended. 

HAY-MARKET THEATRE. 

Mr.WessTER had a bumper yesterday evening in the shape of a Be- 
nefit. The entertainments were Zhe fivals, and Speed the Plough. 
Mr. Webster delivered the following address : 

‘“‘ Ladies and Gentlemen, each succeeding season seems to bring with 
it an increase of your patronage, and I have so often had to gratefully 
thank you, that I am really at a loss to find words sufficiently varied and 
forcible to express my feelings on the present occasion—indeed, words can 
never sufficiently express the deep debt of gratitude Iowe you; but I will 
endeavour, by unwearied exertion, and a free use of the means you have 
placed within my power, to deserve the liberality you have hitherto ex- 
tended to my efforts in catering for your amusement. Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen, with to-night this Theatre will have been open, continually and 
prosperously, with the legitimate drama only, a twelvemonth and a day. 
and in that time upwards of three hundred nights’ salary have been paid 
to every individual regularly engaged on this establishment ; a circum- 
stance unprecedented in theatrical history, and proving that those who 
rail at the want of support to the highest order of dramatic writing abuse 
the public taste most unjustly ; for, “to judge of the future by the past, I 
could, I verily believe, be open from year’s end to year’s end during the 
remainder of my term with considerable profit to myself, and I am pre- 
suming enough to hope with some gratification to you. The extension 
kindly granted to this Theatre by the Lord Chamberlain has been a boon 
to both the actors and manager, for they have lost no time, and I have 
been enabled to run Sir E. L. Bulwer’s Comedy of Money for eighty con- 
secutive nights. The close of this Theatre is compulsory to re-decorate, 
repair, and thoroughly cleanse it, which shall be done with a studious re- 
gard to the comfort and accommodation of the numerous visitors who 
honor us with their presence. The re-opening will be on Easter Monday, 
with Mr. Power, who, I am happy to inform you, has entirely recovered 
his health, Mr. Buckstone and Madame Celeste, in addition to the many 
eminent artists forming the company of this season now terminated. Mr. 
Charles Kean will also appear for a limited number of nights im May next ; 
and the whole of the talent engaged will, I trust, be worthily brought 
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into play by the first dramatists of the day, among whom I may mention, 
as already actively at work, Mr. Poole, Mr. Jerrold, Mr. Bernard, and 
Mr. Sheridan Knowles. Again heartily and sincerely thanking you, 
ladies and gentlemen, I most respectfully in the name of the performers 
and myself, until the 12th of April next, bid you farewell.” 

Loder’s Opera of The Little Red Riding Hood is to be brought out 
at the English Opera House, without delay. 

Charles Dibdin.—This national author and composer wrote several 
successful dramatic pieces, in which he took a part himself, also numer- 
ous entertainments interspersed with music, which he performed alone, 
and upwards of teelve hundred songs. He was born in 1745, and died 
in 1814, aged 69. 
E’ashionable Lounges. 

To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 

Dear Mr. Eprror, I address you from Goove’s European Cigar Divan and 
Chess Room, 39, Ludgate Hill, having just popt in to take a cup of Coffee, whiff 
a true Havannah, kill an hour over one or two of the Morning and Evening Pa- 
pers—skim the Magazines—play a game of Chess, and one of Billlards— delightful 
and elegant place Just wish to mention, that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoul- 
ders with my friends, and the fashionable world, at one or other of the Grand 
Lounges about town :— 

Monday, stroll to Mapame Tussaun’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square.—Just added to her unrivalled collection, 
full length figures of the Archbishop of York, the Lord Bishop of London, the 
Marquis of Londonderry, Lord Palmerston, Mehemet Ali, in costume, and Paga- 
nini; also splendid figures of Her Majesty, the Queen, Prince Albert in his mili- 
tary costume, and the group of John Knox reproving Mary Queen of Scots. 

Tuesday, pay a visit to the Somerset Gallery, 151, Strand, next door to Somer- 
set House, to see a most wonderful Exhibition, The Jndustricus Fleas. They 
dance, ride, drive a four-in-hand, fight, and in fact do everything in first rate 
style, exciting the admiration of all present. By the bye, this is Signor Bertolotto’s 
Exhibition, that has been exhibited for the last eight years, 

Wednesday, go to the Cosmorama Loons, 209, Regent Street, to view the new 
and beautiful views now exhibiting here ; they are of the most interesting deserip- 
tion, and deserve the patronage they receive. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonie Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, quite delighted with the excellence of 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o'clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I'm always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Mr. Editor, have you seen the new and improved large Phantusmagoria Lantern, 
with Twelve Slipes, in box complete, showing the figures with astonishing effeet— 
truly wonderful—price 22 15s.; to be had only at Davis Broruers, Opticians, 
inventors of Prince Albert’s Walking Stick, 33, New Bond-strect, where plans of 
the Stick may be obtained. 

Thursday, called at EMMert’s, 27, Holborn Hill, to view his Novel Pen Maker, 
by which any one can make a superior Pen in less than one minute ! also his im- 
proved Needle Threader, to enable Ladies, whose sight is impaired to thread their 
needles with the greatest ease—a most ingenious contrivance. 

** Why is one of Prerrine’s Beavers like the Queen’s first head dress ?”—“ Be- 
cause it is a Crown that sits lightly on the head of the wearer—one that will last 
through tumult and tempest, and though it may reign for ever, can never be in- 
jured.”—Try Perring’s Iiats, not to be equalled for cheapness, lightness, and 
durability, at 21s. each.—85, Strand. 

* All good spirits come to my Beck,” at his Dr. Johnson’s Tavern, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street,—where you meet excellent company- -capital fare at fair prices—de- 
lightful singing—(commences every evening at a quarter to nine,) cigars, billiards, 
good beds, and an enticing bill of fare. 

Saturday, I examine Miss Linwoon’s curious Needle Work, Leicester Square— 


lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.—But I intrude—beg pardon— 
Your’s, &.—PAUL PRY. : 
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This Evening, (10th Time) a New Comedy, in Five Acts, entitled 


LON DON 
ASSURANCE. 


The Scenery by the Messrs: GRIEVE. 
The Decorations and Appointments by Mr. W. BRADWELL. 


Sir Harcourt Courtly, Bart. Mr W. FARREN, 
Max Harkaway, Esq. .......... Mr BARTLEY, 
Mr Charles Courtly, Mr ANDKRSON, 

Mr Adolphus Spanker ............. Mr KEEL KY, 
Mr Dazzle..... MrCHARLES MAT HEWS, 
Viark Meddle, Mr HARLEY, 

Cool, Mr BRINDAL, "Isaacs, Mr W. H. PAYNE, 
Martin, Mr AYLIFFE, Simpson, Mr HONNER, 
James, Xir COLLETT, 

Servants, Messrs. LAist LAND and GARDINER, 
Grace jiarkaway, Madame VESTRIS, 

Lady Gay Spauker...... o+eee+ Mrs NISBETT, 
Pert, Mrs HUMBY. 





Previous to the Comedy, the Band will perform the 
Overture to o* ‘¢ Zanetta,” _ Auber 
Leader, Mr. HUGHES. 





To conclude with, GAY’s 


Beggar’s Opera ! 
SS ooviad of the Opera, 1728. 


The Player, MrWIGAN, ‘TheBbeggar, MrGRANBY 
Captain Macheath, Mr W. HAR RISON, 


PORCRGM .ocecccesscecsenes Mr W. FARREN, 
Lockit, Mr BARTLEY, 
yg eee eer ee ee ee rer ree Mr HARLEY, 
Mat o’ the Mint, MrS. JONES 
ES ink iain  aensign Mr KERRIDGE, 
Mrs Peachum, Mrs C. JONES, 
Polly Peachum ............ Miss RAINFORTH, 


Lucy Lockit, Mrs HUMBY, 
Mrs Coaxer, Mrs Emben, Jenny Diver, MissJeckson 


To conclude with 


A DANCE BY Tai CHARACTERS. 


To- ‘morrow, ‘London Assarane e, Patter v. Clatter, eer T wice Killed. 
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This Evening, (5th Time) an entirely New Original Romantic Grand Opera, 
with New Scenery, Dresses, and Appointments, entitled 


KEOLANTHE! 


OR, THE 


Unearthly Bride. 


The Overture & Music ied byM.W.Balfe 


The Piece Produced under the Direction of Mr. MIAN. 
The Scenery by Mr. PHILLIPS, assisted by Mr. FINLEY, &€c. 
The Dances arranged by Madame SOUTTEN. 
Principal Dancer, Miss JAMES, assisted by the Corps de Ballet. 


Keolanthe, Princess of Memphis, Madame BALFE, 


Pavina, (bethrothed to Andrea) Miss GOULD, 
Fill; tg Mr. John Barnett,—her 5th eee on a Yy REL -) TON, 
illippo rs 
Aaliees, ( Students of Pavia, ) Mr WILSON, 


(His 5th Appearance since his return from America.) 


Ombrastro, (the Spirit of the Nile) MrH PHILLIPS 
High Priest of Osiris, Mr Lawler, 
Galeazzo..(Officer of the Inquisition)..Mr Poulter. 


PROGRAMME OF THE SCENERY — 


Andrea’s Chamber in Pavia.—Interior of the Great Pyramid of Egypt.— 
Incantation of the Lotus Flower—Resuscitation of thePrincess !— 
Grand Colossal Temple of Memphis.—Procession of the Egyptian 
Court, &c.—Gardens of a Sicilian Villa, commanding a View of the 
Monastery of San Cataldo, Mount Etna in the distance.—A tapestry 
Chamber.—Ancient Mausoleum of the Monastery, with the Tomb of 
Pavina.—Eruption of the Mountain. 





Previous to Betly, the Band will perform 


An Entirely New Overture, 
Composed by Mr. EDWARD LODER. 





After which will be given, (5th Tune i in » English) Donizetti’s Opera Butta, ir 
One Act, entitled 


BETLY! 


Betly .......2-.-. ... Miss EMMA HOWARD, 


“( Pgsil of Mr. Allen—her 5th Appearance on any Stage,) 
Daniel, (a Peasant, in love withBetly) MrBARKER, 


Max, (aSoldier, Brother toBetly) Mr STRETTON, 
Corporal, Mr SMITH, 


Drummer, MrBENEDICY, Karetz, ’‘MrPOUL’ TER 
Soldiers, Mountaineers, Mar ket People, §c., &c. 


Printed and Published, every Morning, by E. & J. THomas, Exeter Street, 
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